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By Robin Korom
Friends in Christ,

It is hard to imagine that summer is coming to a close and fall is only a
couple of weeks away. Our students have returned to school, so please join
me in praying to the Lord to keep them safe and healthy and to provide
them with solid Christian friendships to help support them and keep their
focus on Jesus during the school year. Let's also pray together for a
successful Sunday School year here at St. Mark. Join me in giving thanks to
all those who have worked so hard to bring a new curriculum to our
classrooms this year and to those that lead our programs and teach our
students. We are truly blessed.

Council has continued to keep very busy hosting a midyear information
meeting on July 23rd between the services. Thank you to all who attended.
Your questions and comments were greatly appreciated. On August 3rd
we held our second Council and Committee retreat to review the results of
the congregational survey and discuss strategy for leading the church
forward.

| would like to invite all of you to join us at a Congregational Town Hall
Meeting on Wednesday September 13th at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary as
we review the survey results with everyone and roll out the revisions to our
strategic plan based upon the needs that have been identified. This is a
chance to hear firsthand what the Council and committees are doing and
to get your questions answered. For those who are unable to attend, we
will repeat the meeting between the services on Sunday, September 17th.

Change is going on all around us and it is essential that St. Mark keep pace
while still maintaining all the important elements of who we are as a
Church. This is not an easy job and it takes everyone’s participation to be
successful. To that end, | want to touch on a very important part of church
life, serving on Council and Committees. The Council is responsible for
setting the direction of our Church by the development of a strategic plan.
You can and should have a voice in this. Get that voice by running for a
Council position.
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September

13: Congregational Town
Hall meeting

16: “A Lifelong Love” with
guest speaker Gary
Thomas

19: Congregational Town
Hall Meeting

23-24: Martin and Katy
Luther at St. Mark!

October
29: Reformation Sunday
event

If truth is not
undergirded by
love, it makes the
possessor of that
truth obnoxious
and the truth
repulsive.

Ravi Zac

ARTICLEDEADLINE

The deadline for October’s
The Voice is Tuesday, Sept.
15. Email articles to
Deb@smlc.info.
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Please feel free to attend the
committee or council meetings!
ALL meetings are open to the
congregation!
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Dear Friends,

One of the nice things about going on vacation is coming back and seeing how good you have it right
where you are. Yes, it is so good, healthy, and right to get away. The pressure is off and you can see people
and go places that can be so very fulfilling and exciting. And then it is time to return. After being gone
people are genuinely glad to see you and there is new life in the air, renewed life.

St Mark is involved in one of the biggest undertakings we have ever done on Saturday September 16th, 2017.
A nationally well-known author and teacher, Gary Thomas, will be our guest speaker for the conference
entitled A Lifelong Love. | first heard Gary Thomas speak on Focus on the Family 18 years ago after his book,
Sacred Marriage had been published. He is an exceptionally gifted author for our time. He has a way of
presenting God's truth that will help every marriage. Well over 150 persons here have already participated in
the study of Sacred Marriage. This is why so many of you are already familiar with his work. The seminar
builds on what he wrote in Sacred Marriage.

The marriage seminar has been in the planning for well over a year. | would like every married couple in St
Mark to attend. You can visit smlc.info/lifelonglove and register online or speak to a staff person and we will
sign you up. Every marriage needs help and some more than others. We want the marriages in this church
to thrive. To have a person like Gary Thomas speaking is no small thing indeed. Please come.

God Bless,
Pastor Terry Breum

THE LORD'S PRAYER AND 9/11

Each week in church services we recite the Lord’s
Prayer. Sometimes when you recite something over
and over, the power it holds can be dulled. So |
wanted to talk a bit about one man’s harrowing
journey with the Lord’s Prayer.

For Christ and His Kingdom
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